
 

 

 

 
 
 
May 31, 2013 

 
Wellesley Wetlands Protection Committee 
Attn.: Diane Torres, Asst. NRC Director 
Natural Resources Commission Office 
Wellesley Town Hall 
525 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 02482 

 
Re: DEP# 324-565; Request for an Amendment to the Order of Conditions 
 Academy Brook Restoration Project 
 Wellesley Country Club, 300 Wellesley Avenue 
 
Dear Members of the Wetlands Protection Committee: 
 
On behalf of Wellesley Country Club, BSC Group, Incorporated (BSC) is submitting this 
Request for an Amendment to the Order of Conditions for the Academy Brook Restoration 
Project.  The project was permitted under the Order of Conditions issued on October 11, 
2007 and revised on June 16, 2008 by the Wellesley Wetlands Protection Committee (DEP 
324-0565).  The Order of Conditions was recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 25909 Page 214 on July 14, 2008 (attached).  The restoration project was completed 
on Map 32 Lot 2A which is the property of Wellesley Country Club during the winter of 
2008/2009.   
 
This request has been prepared in accordance with DEP Wetlands Program Policy 85-4 
“Amended Orders” and the Permit Extension Acts of 2010 and 2012.  Since the original 
Order of Conditions was “in effect or existence” during the “tolling period” of the Permit 
Extension Act (August 15, 2008 through August 15, 2012) the expiration date of the permit 
has been automatically extended by four years (to October 11, 2014 or June 16, 2015).   
 
Request for a Maintenance Condition 
 
The Wellesley Country Club requests that the Order of Conditions be Amended by adding a 
condition that allows for periodic maintenance of the restored channel.  Since being built in 
2008/2009 several reaches (particularly at the upstream end) have continued to be affected 
by flow/sediment from off-site (photos enclosed).  This condition was caused by the Town-
installed oversized culvert intended to alleviate upstream flooding conditions.  Unfortunately 
by installing an oversized culvert the problem was exported to the Club’s property.   
 
The Club would like to be able to maintain the channel so that it does not degrade to the 
condition that the project originally addressed.  Due to high flows some of the rock check 
dams (weirs) have moved and need to be re-established.  There is a fairly sizeable sediment 
bar in the first reach of the stream that should be removed to allow for flow/flood capacity.  
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The second and third reaches and the first in-line pond are beginning to be affected by 
sedimentation and are losing capacity already.  The Club had discussed the need for periodic 
maintenance in the original filing but there is not a condition in the Order that speaks to it.  
The Club requests a Condition in Perpetuity that will allow it to maintain the channel to its 
design capacity and location. Attached are the approved NOI plans which show the 
configuration of the channel. 
 
Amendment Request Procedure 
 
In accordance with DEP Program Policy 85-4 on May 9th the Wetlands Protection 
Committee first made a determination that the amendment request represented a change of a 
relatively minor nature that can be considered as an amendment to the original Final Order 
of Conditions.  Subsequent to that decision the Town provided BSC with a certified abutters’ 
list and BSC prepared and mailed out (certified mail/return receipt requested) a notice to 
abutters (attached).  A Hearing will be held on the matter (currently scheduled for June 20th) 
and the Committee will vote on the amendment request. 
 
Proposed Work 
 
Reach 1 of the stream was originally designed to slow stream flow coming out of the Town 
culvert and to allow for some sediment deposition.  Portions of the rock check dams (weirs) 
installed in this reach have moved due to stream flow and need to be re-established using 
slightly larger rock.  Sediment deposited in this reach should be removed before it is 
transported downstream to deposit in the ponds and culvert.  Most of this work can be 
accomplished during low flow periods in the summer or offseason (November-December).  
Weir re-establishment and sediment removal could be accomplished by a small backhoe 
staged on the bank (not in the water).  Materials removed would be either beneficially reused 
on the course or disposed of in an upland location.  Some handwork will be required for 
placing the stones along the weir, and this will require workers in the brook. 
 
Since sediment from this reach would deposit immediately downstream a line of silt fencing 
or haybales could be place perpendicular to stream flow downstream of the work zone to 
help capture the material before it deposited in the inline ponds on the Club’s property.  The 
maintenance work envisioned would be completed in one to three days during a dry period, 
so bypass pumping would not be required.  Work would not impact resource areas outside of 
those areas restored by the original project.  The intent is to keep the restored area 
functioning as designed with a minimum of intervention.  If the first reach is maintained it is 
likely that little will need to be done to downstream reaches.  The Applicant is not proposing 
this work as a regularly scheduled item; rather it will be accomplished on an as-needed basis 
(likely every 3 to 5 years). 
 
Conclusion and Request 
 
The proposed amendment does not materially change the project or cause additional impact 
to natural resources.  In fact the proposed maintenance condition will allow the restored 
brook to continue to function and may help prevent the need for more intrusive management 
of the system in the future.  The Wellesley Country Club requests that the Committee find 
this request to be one which can qualify for an Amendment to the original Order of 
Conditions.   We ask that his issue be heard at your next available meeting. 
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Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Michael J.  Toohill, PWS No. 1849  
Sr. Environmental Scientist 
BSC Group, Inc. 
 
Cc:   Martin Ryan – General Manager, Wellesley Country Club 
 Bill Sansone – Superintendent, Wellesley Country Club 
 
Attach:  Abutter Notification and List 
   Photographs 
   NOI Plans 
 



Notification to Abutters Under the  
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the  

Wellesley Wetlands Protection Bylaw  
(this form must be completed and copies sent by certified mail 

to all abutters within 300 feet of the site of the project)  
 

In accordance with the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40 (the Wetlands Protection 
Act) and the Wellesley Wetlands Protection Bylaw (Article 44), you are hereby notified of the following:  
 
1. The name of the applicant is:  Wellesley Country Club  

 
2. The applicant has filed one of the following with the Natural Resources Commission for Wellesley: 

     A Notice of Intent (Application) seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge, or otherwise alter an 
area subject to protection under the Wetlands Protection Act and Bylaw. 

     A request to amend an existing Order of Conditions (DEP File 324-565; “The Academy Brook 
Restoration Project”) 

     A Notice of Resource Area Delineation seeking to determine the extent of area subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act and Bylaw. 

 
3. The address or location of the lot where the activity or delineation is proposed is: 

300 Wellesley Avenue 
 
4. The proposed activity is limited to the maintenance of the restored reaches of Academy Brook as it 

flows through the Club’s property downstream of Windsor Road and upstream of Brookside Road. 
 
5. Copies of the above application may be examined at the Wetlands Protection Committee’s office, 

located in the Lower Level of Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.   Copies may be obtained at the office or from the applicant for a fee.  

 
6. Information regarding the date, time, and place of the public hearing may be obtained: 

a. from the Wetlands Protection Committee’s (WPC) website at 
http://wellesleyma.gov/Pages/WellesleyMA_NRC/wetlands/index or 

b. by calling the WPC office at 781-431-1019 x 2292 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday or 

c. from the applicant’s representative. 
 
7. For additional information please contact the WPC’s Secretary at 781-431-1019 x2294, or the 

applicant’s representative: 
Michael Toohill, BSC Group, 33 Waldo Street, Worcester, MA 01608, 617-896-4519 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

1. Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published at least five 
business days in advance in the Wellesley Townsman, Metrowest Daily News, or other regularly 
circulated local newspaper and will be posted in the Wellesley Town Hall not less than 48 hours 
before the time of the hearing. 

 
2. For more information about this application, the Wetlands Protection Act, or Wellesley’s Wetlands 

Protection Bylaw please contact the WPC or the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) Northeast Regional Office at 978-694-3200 

 
 

Wellesley rev. 2/13/13 

http://wellesleyma.gov/Pages/WellesleyMA_NRC/wetlands/index
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Photo 1  Sedimentation immediately 
downstream of Town culvert in Reach 1 
 

 Photo 2  Sedimentation and weir displacement 
immediately downstream of Town culvert in 
Reach 1 

   

Photo 3   Sedimentation and weir displacement 
immediately downstream of Town culvert in 
Reach 1 

 Photo 4  Sediment point bar upstream of first 
culvert in Reach 1 
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Photo 5  Sediment in Reach 2 

 

Photo 6 Pond in Reach 4 
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